GRIEF, FAITH, AND HOPE

The Response to the Seismic Tragedy in Venezuela

BY BRO. DEIBY FUENMAYOR, MSC « CARACAS, JULY 30, 2026

Since that fateful June 24th, when a devastating double earthquake of magnitudes 7.2 and 7.5 violently shook Venezuelan
territory, the country was plunged into one of the darkest hours of its recent history. In a matter of seconds, thousands of lives
were cut short, hundreds of buildings and infrastructure collapsed, and the map of entire communities was altered forever.
Today, weeks after the disaster, physical and emotional wounds continue to bleed; grief and anguish remain deeply rooted in

the heart of a people trying to rise from the rubble.

Rescue teams and volunteers conducting search operations in
collapsed structures.

THE OPEN WOUND: THE GRIEF OF LOSS AND THE RELENTLESS SEARCH

The toll of material damage and human loss is heartbreaking. Thousands of men and women have known no rest: with hands
worn by dust and despair, they continue through the rubble desperately searching for the bodies of their loved ones. For these
families, the priority is not merely rebuilding walls, but the urgent human and spiritual need to recover their deceased to grant
them a Christian burial, honor their memory, and find solace amidst immense suffering. The uncertainty of this prolonged

search keeps entire communities in a constant vigil of mourning and lamentation.

Panoramic view of structural collapse across the affected urban areas. Volunteers carrying essential supplies through disaster zones.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE MISSIONARY CHARISM: A BEACON OF CHARITY
AND LIVING PRESENCE

In the midst of this devastating panorama, the Catholic Church has played a fundamental role of accompaniment, consolation,
and assistance. As the Church, and especially through our mission as Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, we have assumed a
prominent and vital role in walking alongside the suffering people. Our fundamental mission in these critical hours has been to
reveal and make felt that the Sacred Heart of Jesus is not a distant devotion, but a living reality beating right in the midst of

every man and woman struck by this tragedy.
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Jesus Christ is not indifferent to this concrete reality; He is deeply imprinted in the innermost core of every person. We are
moved by the certainty that Jesus walks with His people, suffers with those who suffer, and sustains the weak. Through Caritas,

diocesan pastorals, and the missionary presence on the ground, the ecclesial structure has deployed a comprehensive response:

* Emergency Material Care: An untiring logistical response has been maintained, distributing food, essential medicines,
drinking water, and temporary shelter tents to thousands of families who lost everything.

* Pastoral Listening and Emotional Support: Beyond physical aid, we understood that soul sorrow required a healing
presence. Listening pastoral teams, religious brothers, sisters, and priests walk daily among those affected, lending their
ears, shoulders, and comfort to those facing grief and distress.

«We do not walk alone; the Sacred Heart of Jesus beats amidst the ruins and reminds us that in every tear, in every search, and
in every embrace, He is present, walking firmly alongside His people.»

Severe structural damage to high-rise residential buildings. Families gathering atop ruined structures seeking spiritual and
emotional support.

COOPERATION AND PRESENCE IN TEMPORARY CAMPS

Thanks to continuous and respectful dialogue between Catholic Church representatives and state officials in charge of
temporary shelter camps, permanent spaces for spiritual and human accompaniment have been established within these centers.
This collaboration has ensured a dignified space for:

* Prayer and Sacramental Life: Gathering places where believers celebrate the Eucharist, find strength in the sacraments,
and experience the closeness of a loving God.

* Open Accompaniment Without Distinction: Pastoral closeness and the embrace of the Sacred Heart know no boundaries
or exclusions. Every person, regardless of creed or background, who needs to be listened to, comforted, or sustained in their
grief is welcomed.

Walking alongside the wounded, camping next to the unprotected, searching for the missing, and praying over the rubble has
been the living testimony of a faith expressed through action. As reconstruction efforts continue, the selfless presence of the
Church and the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart remains a beacon of hope, reminding all of Venezuela that the loving presence
of Jesus walks steadfastly alongside His people.
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Overview of disaster relief and community coordination efforts. Aerial view of collapsed multi-story buildings and ground operations.
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Bro. Deiby Fuenmayor ¢ Missionary of the Sacred Heart
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